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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE  

by Cindy Houston, CP, FRP 

 What an exciting year it has been.  September 2009 

marks the 25th Anniversary of NEFPA.  NEFPAôs membership 

has grown to over 200 members.  Jacksonville has been 

awarded the 2010 NALA Convention.  We have reached out to 

the community by providing a Holiday party for children living at Gateway Community 

Development Center.  We reached out to those who suffered spousal abuse and helped 

them begin a new life through our work with The Missing Link of Jacksonville.  We are 

supporting our troops by assembling care packages.  I canôt say enough positive things 

about this organization and its members and I am honored that you let me serve as your 

President.  I want to say a special thanks to all of the members of the Board.  They all 

displayed a strong commitment to the mission and goals of NEFPA and deserve to be 

recognized for all of their hard work this year.  I also want to thank all of the committee 

chairs and committee members.  Without your hard work, the wheels of NEFPA would 

stop turning.   

      I would also like to recognize two NEFPA members who have gained national recog-

nition and we are so proud to call them colleagues.  Margaret Costa has been named the 

Nominations and Credentials Chair for the 2010 NALA Convention.  This is a great 

honor for Margaret and NEFPA and we are so happy for Margaret to be recognized for 

her hard work, not only with NEFPA, but with NALA as well.  Linda Whipple has been 

named American Association of Justice 2009 Paralegal of the Year and was honored at 

the AAJ convention in San Francisco.  Linda is a paralegal with top caliber skills and is 

truly deserving of this award.  Congratulations to Margaret and Linda. 

     NEFPA NEWSLETTER 
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2009 NALA CONVENTION REPORT by Dana Welcker: 

      The convention this year was in San Diego and as usual was fantastic.  I hope you all will be able to attend 

next yearôs convention in Jacksonville at the Hyatt, July 14-17, 2010!  We will be disseminating information 

to you as if comes in from NALA Headquarters regarding what our role will be.  I am sure the convention 

committee will love to have you on their team and hear your suggestions or ideas.  

      There were no bylaws changes to vote on this year, the only voting was on the terms of office in which the 

current officerôs terms were expiring.  JoAnne Sorrentino, ACP was re-elected as Region III Director.  If any 

of you have ever been to a NALA convention, the voting process can be cumbersome to say the least.  In the 

past it took over an hour just to check in all the voting members and check credentials.  Then you had to go 

through the voting process and tally the votes.  This year NALA took a giant leap forward and had voting 

booths set up near the meeting rooms.  All the voting members had to do was check in at the table and go to a 

laptop and log in their votes.  The booths were set up for several days so there were no lines.  By the time we 

got to the meeting, the votes had already been tallied.    

      The time savings allowed NALA to bring in another speaker who spoke about resumes and marketing 

yourself for a new position.  Once again NALA had an interesting slate of speakers that we all learned from.    

      NEFPA set up a table again this year at the affiliates exchange to encourage NALA members to come to 

Jacksonville next year.  We presented 2 gift certificates for citrus as door prizes.    

      Cindy Houston was awarded a 2009 Affiliated Associations Affiliate Award and I completed my participa-

tion in the NALA LEAP program.  Please congratulate Cindy and if anyone wants to know more about the 

LEAP program, please let me know.  If you want to get to know more about NALA while honing your leader-

ship qualities, this is the program for you.  

      JACKSONVILLE 2010! 
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Please join us in welcoming the following new members of the  

Northeast Florida Paralegal Association: 

Sustaining Members: 

¶ Alluvion Staffing 

Active Members: 

¶ Candice Briggs, FRP, Camerlengo & Brockwell, P.L. 

¶ Sarah G. Congo, FRP, Camerlengo & Brockwell, P.L. 

¶ Katharine Dover, OôHara Law Firm, P.A. 

¶ Bonnie J. Fay, FRP, Camerlengo & Brockwell, P.L. 

¶ Paula G. Garfinkel, FRP, Kubicki Draper 

¶ Vanessa B. Grace, Holbrook, Akel, Cold, Stiefel & Ray, P.A. 

¶ Jill Hunter, FRP, Kubicki Draper 

 

NEFPA Online Update by Mary Richard: 

 We are pleased to announce that NEFPA will soon be implementing MemberClicks, an 

online membership management software.  MemberClicks will allow us to better manage 

membership renewals, membership applications, event registrations, and membership commu-

nications.  Our goal is to implement MemberClicks prior to this yearôs membership renewal 

period.  All members will be notified and will receive instruction on how to use the software 

once we go live.  We are excited about this product and look forward to streamlining the mem-

bership management process. 
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NORTHEAST FLORIDA PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

 

      In accordance with the Bylaws of this Association, and pursuant to the order of the Presi-

dent and the Board of Directors, Notice is hereby given that the Annual Membership Meeting 

of the Northeast Florida Paralegal Association, Inc. (ñNEFPAò) will be held on September 17, 

2009.  The active members will be called upon to exercise their voting rights to elect officers 

for the 2009-2010 fiscal year and for approval of a proposed Operating Budget for 2009-

2010.  The meeting will also include the annual Awards Ceremony and such other business as 

may come before this meeting or proper continuance thereof. 

      All members are encouraged to mark your calendars now and plan to attend.  However, 

any Active member who is unable to attend the Annual Meeting should file with the NEFPA 

Parliamentarian your proxy and alternative proxy (which will aid to ensure a quorum for elec-

tion of officers), the instructions and form for which follow.  

 

Kamaran Gay 

Parliamentarian 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

Separate announcement of the meeting place and cost will be provided separately by the First 

Vice President in the coming days.  The following page lists the candidates and offices. 
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NEFPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ELECTION FOR 2009/2010 

September 17, 2009  

 

CANDIDATES:  

 
 

President: Cindy Houston  

 

1st Vice President: Cathleen Reid  

 

2nd Vice President: Mary Richard  

 

Vice President (Prof. Dev.): Lucia Fernandez  

 

Vice President (Comm. Liaison): Dana Welcker  

 

Treasurer: Nancy OôGrady  

 

Secretary: Carol Morin  

 

NALA Liaison: Kathryn Howell 
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
 

 At this yearôs NALA Convention, Cindy Houston received the 2009 Affiliated Associations Affiliate 

Award.  The program stated that Cindy ñhas long been an effective leader for NEFPA and is currently serving 

as President.  She is described as a strong supporter of NEFPAôs goals who always has the best interest of 

members in mind.ò  Congratulations! 


